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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
 PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT 
  
1 In April 2010 the Executive Board approved the publication of statutory notices on 

prescribed alterations to change the admissions limits of Blackgates Primary, 
Clapgate Primary, Ryecroft Primary and Windmill Primary Schools from 
September 2011.  

  
2 This report details the representations received in response to those notices, and 

recommends a final decision be taken to make these changes. 
  
 BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
  
3 The notices ran from Friday 16 April to Friday 28 May 2010. Under the Education 

and Inspections Act 2006 the Local Authority has until 28 July 2010 to make a final 
decision on the expansion proposals.  

  
4 No responses were received to the statutory notices. The Executive Board is the 

decision maker for these proposals. It has chosen to set up the School 
Organisation Advisory Board (SOAB) to to consider school organisation proposals 
and make recommendations to the Authority when objections are received. In this 
instance, no objections were received and therefore SOAB did not need to 
consider this proposal. 

  
 RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
  

5 The capital works required to deliver the expansion of schools for 2011, including 
the schools outlined in this report, will be funded through the Education capital 
programme. Although detailed designs and costs have not at this stage been 
developed, the current indicative budget is in the region of £2.2m. Further reports, 
seeking financial approval for the fully costed specific schemes will be brought to 
the Board.  

  

 RECOMMENDATIONS 
  
6 The Executive Board is asked to: 

Originator: Viv Buckland  
 

Telephone: 270408 



  

 
i) note that there were no responses to the statutory notice and; 
 
ii) approve the proposed alterations to: 

a. increase the admission limit of Blackgates Primary School from 45 to 60 
and overall capacity from 300 to 420 and 

b. increase the admission limit of Clapgate Primary School from 45 to 60 
and overall capacity from 315 to 420 and 

c. increase the admission limit of Windmill Primary School from 45 to 60 
and overall capacity from 315 to 420 and 

d. increase the admission limit of Ryecroft Primary School from 30 to 60 
and overall capacity from 210 to 420. 



  

Electoral Wards Affected: 
 
All 
 
   
  Ward Members consulted 
  (referred to in report) 

 

Specific Implications For: 
 
Equality & Diversity 
 
Community Cohesion 
 
Narrowing the Gap 
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1 PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT 
  
1.1 In April 2010 the Executive Board approved the publication of statutory notices on 

prescribed alterations to change the admissions limits of Blackgates Primary, 
Clapgate Primary, Ryecroft Primary and Windmill Primary Schools from 
September 2011 and expand each school’s physical capacity. 

  
1.2 This report details the representations received in response to those notices, and 

recommends a final decision be taken to make these changes. 
  
2 BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
  
2.1 In January 2010 the Executive Board approved a formal consultation on proposals 

for changes to Blackgates, Clapgate, Ryecroft and Windmill Primary Schools. 
These proposals form part of Education Leeds plans for ensuring sufficiency of 
provision across the city in the context of a growing pre-school population.  

  
2.2 The consultation period for the proposals ran from 4 January to 12 February 2010. 

The consultation documents include detail of the demographic demand for places, 
and are available at www.educationleeds.co.uk/schoolorganisation. Hard copies 
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have previously been supplied to all ward members, and were made available to 
SOAB. 

  
2.3 Full details of the consultees and the responses to these consultations can be 

found in the Executive Board reports of 17 April 2010 - Outcome of statutory 
consultation changes to primary provision for 2011. 

  
2.4 Following consultation, Executive Board approved the publication of statutory 

notices on the proposals at its meeting in April 2010. The notices ran from Friday 
30 April to Friday 28 May 2010. Under the Education and Inspections Act 2006 the 
Local Authority has until 28 July 2010 to make a final decision on the expansion 
proposals.  

  
2.5 No responses were received to the statutory notice.  
  
2.6 The Executive Board is the decision maker for these proposals. It has chosen to 

set up the School Organisation Advisory Board (SOAB) to consider school 
organisation proposals and make recommendations to the Authority when 
objections are received. In this instance, no objections were received and 
therefore SOAB did not need to consider this proposal. 
Statutory guidance requires the decision maker to consider four key issues: 

• Is there any information missing? 

• Does the published notice comply with statutory requirements? 

• Has the public consultation been carried out prior to the publication of the 
statutory notice? 

• Are the proposals ‘related’ to other published proposals and should therefore 
be considered together? 

  
2.7 The decision on the proposals is the responsibility of the Local Authority. The 

Authority must have regard to the Guidance issued by the DfE.  A full copy of the 
Guidance has been given to members of Executive Board. The Executive Board 
may:- 
• Approve the proposals 
• Reject the proposals 
• Approve the proposals with a modification (e.g school closure implementation 

date) but not so as to in effect substitute new proposals. 
• Approve the proposals subject to them meeting limited specific conditions as 

set out in the statutory regulations by a specified date 
The Executive Board must give reasons for the decision irrespective of whether 
the proposals are rejected or approved indicating the main factors/criteria for the 
decision. If the Executive Board does not make a decision on the proposals within 
2 months of the end of the statutory notice that is by 28 July 2010, the Authority 
must within one week refer the proposals to the Schools Adjudicator for a 
decision.  The Schools Adjudicator has no time limit within which to decide the 
proposals but has indicated a general target of 6 weeks.  

  
3 THE MAIN ISSUES 
  
3.1 The local authority has a duty to ensure sufficiency of school provision. These 

proposals have been brought forward in response to a sustained increase in the 
pre school population within the areas where all 4 of these schools are located.  

  
3.2 The proposals are supported by all 4 schools. They have also been consulted on 

and approved as part of the annual consultation on admission limits for 2011.  The 
final decision on this proposal, making the expansions permanent, must be made 
by 28 July 2010, and both processes will be therefore complete in time to allow 



  

parents who are then expressing a preference for places for September 2011 to 
understand the sizes of the schools that will be available to them. 

  
3.3 Following a final decision on the proposals, project managers will be assigned to 

work with the schools to agree the details of the building and remodelling work 
which will be delivered to meet these needs. They will be initiating early 
discussions with the schools, council officers and other stakeholders to ensure a 
range of issues are addressed, including  
- traffic and site access issues 
- protection of green space and play areas 
- infrastructure needs over and above basic classroom provision 
Where detailed planning applications are required they will then be submitted in 
due course for consideration by the relevant agencies and statutory consultees. 

  
4 LEGAL AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 
  
4.1 The capital works required to deliver the expansion of schools for 2011, including 

the schools outlined in this report, will be funded through the Education capital 
programme. Although detailed designs and costs have not at this stage been 
developed, the current indicative budget is in the region of £2.2m. Further reports, 
seeking financial approval for the fully costed specific schemes will be brought to 
the Board. 

  
5 RECOMMENDATIONS 
  
5.1 The Executive Board is asked to: 

 
iii) note that there were no responses to the statutory notice and; 
 
iv) approve the proposed alterations to: 

a. increase the admission limit of Blackgates Primary School from 45 to 60 
and overall capacity from 300 to 420 and 

b. increase the admission limit of Clapgate Primary School from 45 to 60 
and overall capacity from 315 to 420 and 

c. increase the admission limit of Windmill Primary School from 45 to 60 
and overall capacity from 315 to 420 and 

d. increase the admission limit of Ryecroft Primary School from 30 to 60 
and overall capacity from 210 to 420. 

  
6 BACKGROUND REPORTS 
  
 December 2009 Proposal for statutory consultation for the expansion of primary 

provision for September 2011 
 April 2010 Proposal for statutory consultation for the expansion of primary 

provision for September 2011 
 


